
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of Wednesday, October 21, 2015. Present were 

Nancy J. Maloney, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk; Jerry D. Lawrence, Member. Also 

present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:10 p.m. in the 

Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli 

Firefighter Connor Duffy 

Parents of Connor Duffy 

Firefighter Justin Raulino 

Fire Chief Leonard Hunt 

Deputy Chief Kenneth May 

Mr. Steve Currier of the Finance Committee  

 

The Board began the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli swore in new firefighters Connor Duffy and Justin Raulino. 

 

At 7:12 p.m. Mr. Lawrence MOVED to take a brief recess. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reconvened at 7:13 p.m. Present at this time were Mr. Currier, Police Chief Donald 

Clark, and Mr. Wayne Sampson of Public Safety Consultants, LLC. 

 

Police Chief Donald Clark stated that as he is planning on retiring next summer, the Police Chief 

position will need to be filled. He said that the Town uses an outside vendor to conduct an 

Assessment Center which includes a series of exercises on which candidates are graded. He said 

the results are sent to the Civil Service Unit of the Human Resources Division (HRD) and then a 

candidates list is created for the Board to use when appointing a Police Chief. Chief Clark stated 

that the Town has previously used Public Safety Consultants for another promotional assessment 

center. 

 

Mr. Wayne Sampson of Public Safety Consultants stated that his business is an approved vendor 

under the Civil Service Unit and that they conduct a Civil Service exam on the candidates. He 

said that this style exam has become more prevalent and is now being used on ranks like 

Sergeant. Mr. Sampson said that they create a job task analysis specific to the community and 

design the testing exercises based upon those. He said that upon completion of the exam, they 

send the scores to HRD, which then verifies the scores. 

 

Chairman Maloney asked how long the process would take. Mr. Sampson stated that it could be 

completed in as little as six weeks after the vendor agreement has been approved by HRD. He 

said that once the posting has been up and the Town has given time for candidates to state their 

interest, they will schedule the orientation for candidates and the Assessment will take place a 

couple of weeks after the orientation. 

 



There was brief discussion regarding evaluating only internal candidates. Mr. Gagne said that the 

Board had approved that a few months ago, that the Civil Service Unit has approved the 

Delegation Agreement and that the next step was for the Town to select a vendor. Mr. Sampson 

said that the Assessment Center would be conducted in accordance with the Town’s timetable.  

 

Mr. Lawrence asked if Mr. Sampson thought there would be a benefit to conduct the assessment 

closer to the retirement date of the present Police Chief or previous to the retirement. Mr. 

Sampson said that conducting the evaluation prior to the retirement allows for the community to 

create and implement transition plans for every rank. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to award the contract for Assessment Center for Police Chief to Public 

Safety Consultants, LLC. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:18 p.m., Chief Clark and Mr. Sampson left the room. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of September 23, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept for review the minutes of October 7, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed the Special Town Meeting Warrant Articles and voted on recommendations 

for each. Mr. Gagne said that the Town’s free cash has been certified by the Department of 

Revenue at an amount of just under $1.2 million. He said that should all of the articles pass at 

Town Meeting, $260,000 of that will be spent leaving about $900,000 to place in stabilization, 

spend on capital budgets, or to purchase other things at Town Meeting. Mr. Gagne said that the 

Finance Committee has met and endorsed all the spending articles. 

 

Mr. Steve Currier, of the Finance Committee, said that the Committee had voted to refer Article 

1 concerning establishing a local historic district by-law to the voters as there is no financial 

impact to debate. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to refer Article 1 to the voters. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. 

 

Discussion continued on this matter. Mr. Moreira said many questions remain and some 

uncertainty. Chairman Maloney said that referring to voters is non-committal. Mr. Lawrence 

noted that this Article affects a select group of people in a certain area of Town. He said that the 

many voters at Town Meeting will be making the decision for a few residents. 

 

Mr. Currier said that there were inconsistencies during the Local Historic District Study 

Committee’s presentation to the Finance Committee. He said that he understands preserving 

aspects of the Town but that he did not see what was so historical about this area. 

 

At 7:29 p.m., members of Boy Scout Troop 1830 entered the room. 

 



Discussion continued regarding other areas within the Town that may be more historic that the 

proposed district. 

 

The Board voted on the motion made by Mr. Moreira. Maloney, no; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, no. 

The motion failed. 

 

Chairman Maloney MOVED to recommend that Article 1 be passed. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence. 

 

Mr. Lawrence stated that he was hoping there would be an amendment made for an opt-out 

clause allowing residents to opt-out of the district. 

 

The Board voted on the motion made by Chairman Maloney. Maloney, yes; Moreira, no; 

Lawrence, yes. 

 

The Board reviewed Article 2 concerning purchasing land with frontage on South Street. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to recommend that Article 2 be passed. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed Article 3 relative to allocating $10,000 as the Town’s match to a grant for a 

dog park. 

 

There was discussion regarding the location of the park and establishing a long-term lease with 

St. Ann’s church. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Board recommend Article 3 to be passed. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed Article 4 relative to funding a design study for a traffic signal at East and 

East Center Streets. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED that the Board recommend Article 4 to be passed. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed Article 5 relative to petitioning the Legislature to approve two additional 

liquor licenses for the West Bridgewater plaza located at 860 North Main Street. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the economic hardships faced by the businesses in the area. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Board recommend that Article 5 be passed. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that Articles 6, 7, 8 and 9 were all submitted by the Water Commissioners. He 

said that Article 6, 7, and 8 will not be moved at Town Meeting. 

 



The Board reviewed Article 9 relative to reallocating leftover funds from an Article at Annual 

Town Meeting of June 9, 2014 to painting the 5,000,000 gallon water tank. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to recommend that Article 9 be passed. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed Article 10 concerning amending the Moderator’s by law to allow electronic 

presentations at Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to recommend that Article 10 be passed. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board discussed Strategic Planning. Chairman Maloney noted that there is a new team 

leader for Goal 1 concerning updating the Master Plan. She reviewed the five goals and their 

respective team leaders. 

 

Chairman Maloney then recognized the members of Boy Scout Troop 1830 who were in 

attendance to earn their citizenship badge. 

 

Mr. Lawrence discussed the status of lighting the monument in the Center of Town. He noted 

that the construction crews have dug up the irrigation system surrounding the monument and that 

the Town should make sure it is fixed before the construction is finished. Mr. Lawrence said 

while that work is going on, lights can be put in so that the monument is lit at night. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED that the Town Administrator work with MassDOT to accomplish 

lighting the monument and fixing the irrigation lines. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that the Town would most likely be responsible for payment of the materials. 

 

The Board reviewed a Site Plan Review application for Clean Energy Collective for a solar farm 

to be located at 586 Manley Street. Mr. Gagne said the plans comply with all Zoning By Laws. 

 

Mr. Lawrence said that as the Town gets more and more applications for these solar farms that 

comply with the by-laws, there will be less and less land in the industrial district to be developed. 

He said that it seems as if the Legislature will grant these developments tax-free status eventually 

and it will leave the town with a loss in tax revenue. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to pass the application along with no comments. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed an announcement from Library Director Beth Roll Smith regarding the 

appointment of Ms. Ellen Snoeyenbos as Library Director effective Monday December 14. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to send Ms. Snoeyenbos a letter welcoming her to Town and 

congratulating her on her new position. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 



 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to send correspondence to the Library Board of Trustees to offer 

assistance in a retirement party for outgoing Library Director Beth Roll Smith. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously.  

 

The Board reviewed a request from Water Department laborer Kenneth Aviero to carry over four 

vacation days.  

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the request. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from St. Ann’s Church for a one-day liquor license and one day 

entertainment license for a function on November 10 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the request.  

 

Mr. Lawrence requested that any and all fees for the licenses be waived. 

 

Mr. Moreira amended his motion to include that any and all fees be waived. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Chairman Maloney invited the boy scouts to ask any 

questions they may have. 

 

One scout asked if the Town was able to fill in swampland in order to increase the amount of 

buildable land. Mr. Lawrence stated that due to laws at the federal, state and local level, it is 

illegal to build on wetlands or even build within a certain amount of feet within wetlands. 

 

Mr. Rueben Williams, of East Street, discussed the need for sidewalks for students to safely 

walk. Chairman Maloney stated that one of the Strategic Planning goals includes investigating 

the need for sidewalks throughout the Town. 

 

Mr. Gagne then gave the Town Administrator’s Report. He updated the Board regarding the 

Town’s Net School Spending for Fiscal Year 2016. He said the Town spent $4.5 million on 

school spending. Mr. Gagne stated that there is a required amount that the Town must spend, but 

that the Town has exceeded that amount by 32% or $2.7 million. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that the Executive Office for Administration and Finance is hosting its first 

Regulatory Review Listening Session on Municipal Issues on Monday, November 2. He said that 

he will be attending the meeting and that he was seeking issues that the Board would like him to 

discuss at that meeting. Mr. Gagne said that he was interested in speaking about performance 

evaluations as they relate to contract negotiations. Chairman Maloney suggested bringing up 

how the assessment formula for regional school districts was regulated. Mr. Lawrence requested 

that Mr. Gagne discuss the burden publishing in a newspaper for public hearings places on 

municipalities as most people do not subscribe to the newspaper any longer. 

 



Mr. Gagne updated the Board on the various construction projects going on around Town. Mr. 

Gagne said that traffic in the center of town has drastically improved. He said that all of the lanes 

will be open by spring 2016 which will improve conditions even more. He said the construction 

crews will be milling and paving the connection points which will delay traffic. Mr. Gagne said 

the next phase of the project involves construction of sidewalks and fixing driveway connections 

and will begin next week. He said once the sidewalks are installed by early November, the smart 

loop for the traffic signal will be activated and will automatically learn how long the lights need 

to stay green or red for certain directions. Mr. Gagne said that if there is a mild winter, the crews 

will work through the winter. He said otherwise the crews will shut down for winter and move 

the poles, complete the landscaping and put on the top coat of asphalt in the spring. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board on the construction work being done by Columbia Gas along 

Route 106 at Prospect Street. He said the Town has worked to minimize the impact on residents 

by having police presence in the area and work done at night in order to mitigate traffic 

congestion caused by the work in the Center of Town. He said that Columbia Gas is establishing 

connection points for various residences. Mr. Gagne said they are finishing up and will have at 

least one lane open so detouring down Prospect Street will not be necessary any longer. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board on Matfield Street. He said that the Highway Department has 

begun paving two to two and half feet along the shoulder to widen the road to its original width. 

He said that the street will be have a top coat placed on it and be relined in the spring. 

 

Mr. Gagne discussed the Community Compact program which links state agencies with 

municipalities to provide technical assistance for issues facing municipal governments.  

 

Discussion continued regarding using technical assistance for an inter-municipal sewer 

agreement in the industrial corridor of Town. 

 

There was discussion regarding the benefits of choosing more than one area for help. 

 

The Board agreed to discuss this further at the next Selectmen’s meeting and choose priority 

projects. 

 

At 8:33 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

________________________ 

Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet – October 21, 2015 

 

 Minutes of September 23, 2015 

 Minutes of October 7, 2015 

 Special Town Meeting Articles and Warrants with financial report 



 Site Plan Review for 586 Manley Street Clean Energy Collective 

 Announcement of new Library Director Ellen Snoeyenbos 

 Request of Water Department employee Kenneth Aviero to carry over four vacation days 

 One Day Beer and Wine and Entertainment Application for St. Ann’s Parish for November 10, 

2015 

 Report from Administrator regarding Net School Spending for FY16 

 Announcement of Listening Session to be held by Executive Office of Administration and Finance 

 Letter from OCPC Director Pasquale Ciaramella regarding Community Compact Program from 

Baker Administration 


